Bags, Bottles and Books
Word studies are interesting!  Take for instance the word idiosyncrasy.  According to the Oxford American Dictionary idiosyncrasy is a way of behaving that is unlike that of others.  It is a peculiarity found in a person.  Many people have similar idiosyncrasies.  For example, a penchant for collecting things, such as Bags, Bottles and Books.

How about a young man that collected bottle caps – graduating from that


to stamps which definitely upgraded his endeavor.  Many people collect 


coins while some concentrate on salt and pepper shakers, place mats, etc.
Being a collector isn’t really a bad thing especially when we realize that God is also a collector.
Your reaction might be (and probably is), “What is meant by –“God is a collector?”  That seems to be a rather impious thing to say of the Moral Governor of the Universe!  Can such a statement be countenanced?  Yes, it can be.  It is true; God is a collector of Sins, Tears and Names.

God has a Bag for my Sins.   In the 14th chapter of Job, verse 17 it says:


“My transgression is sealed up in a bag, and thou sewest up 




mine iniquity.”   Micah 7:19 tells us that he will cast all our



sins into the depths of the sea.

During the time of the Great Black Plague in Europe there was a custom in England to collect all the stray animals, attach weights to them and drown them in the sea.  That is what God does for the repentant sinner – He gathers all our sins in His bag and casts them into the depths of the sea – the sea of His forgetfulness.


The story is told of a man who was known for his degenerate life.  Someone


invited him to a local church where he listened to the pastor preach on the text


Job 14:17.  He heard the glad tidings that God gathers all our sins in a bag and


casts them into the depths of the sea!  He received the Lord Jesus as his Savior 


and attended the Sunday services faithfully.  He established the habit of 


punctuating the pastor’s preaching with loud amens and hallelujahs!


His sudden spontaneous responses drew strong objections from the congregation


until the members of the church board were obliged to hold a special session


and adopt a policy that they thought would remedy the problem.


They scheduled a special meeting with the offender and pointed out that he must


stop speaking so loudly and spontaneously while the pastor was preaching.  The




proposed solution was that if he would abide by their wishes the church would buy             
him a new pair of boots.  The old man needed new boots badly so he agreed to          
stop his outbursts.


For the next two Sundays he controlled his reactions that interrupted the                
worship service.  The board members who had dealt with him on the issue

expressed their delight at his control in keeping his part of the bargain.

On the third Sunday it happened!  The pastor quoted the 19th verse of the


7th chapter of Micah  - “. . . thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of 


of the sea.”  The old brother could restrain himself no longer. He woke up 


everybody who had dozed off in the middle of the Sunday morning homily


as he shouted with a particularly boisterous – “Hallelujah!  Boots or no boots!”
Not only does the Lord have a bag for my sins – but also:

God has a Bottle for my Tears.  The 8th verse of Psalm 56 reads:  


“Thou numberest my wanderings; put thou my tears


into thy bottle.
The Psalmist here refers to an old Eastern custom.  Mourners would catch their tears in bottles and place them at the tomb of their loved ones.  
One burdened old saint responded – “Tell me – is this true?  Does God have such a bottle where He puts all of our tears?  When He speaks of ‘thy bottle’ where is it?  I have never seen it!”  No it is not a physical bottle – it is figurative - something far more wonderful and effectual for the healing of a broken heart.  It is thy bottle, (a container) of sure, never-failing promises - His Word!  


“As a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him.



For He knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we are dust.”                     


(Psalm 103:13, 14)
What a truth – He Knoweth!





He knows how many times we sat down and got up today.





Do you?  (Psalm 139:2)





He knows the number of the hairs of our head.  (Matthew 10:30)




He knows our thoughts and the words of our tongue.  (Psalm 139:4)



Does Jesus care when my heart is pained too deeply





for mirth or song?




When the burdens press and the cares distress and





the way grows weary and long?




O yes He cares – I know He cares





His heart is touched by my grief.




When the day is weary – the long night dreary





I know my Savior cares.









- Frank E. Graeff
The bottle tells us that our loving heavenly Father knows all about our problems and burdens and has made provision for them all.
A Bag for my sins – A Bottle for my tears and a Book for my name!
Here is another crowning blessing to complete the triad – A Book for my name!  In the epistle of Paul to the church at Philippi - chapter 4 and verse 3 - reference is made to a wonderful book – the Book of Life.  Special reference is made to Clement and his fellow worker’s whose names are written in that book.
This Book of Life includes all people who have believed on the Lord Jesus Christ as their personal Savior.  Their names have been sealed in that book with the Holy Spirit of promise.



In Ephesians 1:13 and 14 we read “. . . . after ye believed, ye were                   


sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the earnest of our              



inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession. . .”

Salvation is the finished work on Calvary and the sealing of the Holy Spirit is the guarantee of salvation.
The most important thing in this life is to make certain that your name has a permanent place in the Book of Life!  The time is NOW!  “. . . . behold now is the accepted time; behold now is the day of salvation.”  (II Corinthians 6:2) 
The book of Revelation cites two serious warnings:



“. . . . whosoever was not found written in the Book of Life 


was cast into the lake of fire.” (Revelation 20:15)



“. . . There shall in no way enter into it anything that defileth



neither he that worketh abomination, or worketh a lie, but



 

they who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life” (Revelation 21:27)
“Is your name written there                                                                                                                  
On the page white and fair?
In the book of Thy kingdom,

Is your name written there?








- Frank M. Davis
