Assurance of Heaven
Can a person be sure of heaven when they die?

He can through God’s perfect plan of salvation.

“God so loved the world

that He gave His only begotten Son,

that whosoever believeth in Him,

should not perish but have everlasting life.”  John 3:16

This is nothing short of amazing in view of the truth stated in Romans 3:23 that tells us -
“All have sinned and come short

of the glory of God.”
It is an accepted principle that the essential attribute of God is that – HE IS HOLY!
Since God is holy, He must judge sin.  This judgment is two-fold:



1.  That, “The soul that sinneth it shall die.”  (Ezekiel 18:4) and



2.  “Without the shedding of blood there is no remission (forgiveness)                      

     of sin.”  Hebrews 9:22

Herein is a great dilemma. . . . . .



1.  How can the demands of a holy God regarding sin be exacted?



2.  How can the sinner provide the perfect blood sacrifice required



     for the forgiveness of sin? 

                                                                                                                                                              The answer is – he cannot!  It is an impossibility!  This being true how can he be assured of an entrance into God’s heaven.

What is the solution for the dilemma?  There is only one answer – THE CROSS!
On the cross Jesus met both demands of God’s law.  On the cross Christ took the place and penalty of the condemned sinner – HE DIED FOR OUR SINS and PAID THE PENALTY FOR OUR SINS by the shedding of His blood.


“. . . . Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; . . . He was buried and


He rose again the third day.”  (I Corinthians 15: 3, 4)


“. . . . ye are not redeemed with corruptible things such as silver and gold. . . .


“but with the precious blood of Christ.”  (I Peter 1:18, 19)

On the cross God took our sins and put them on Jesus and took the righteousness of Jesus and put it upon us.

“For He hath made Him, who knew no sin, to be sin for us, that we might be 


made the righteousness of God in Him.”  (II Corinthians 5:21)

Therefore, by the CROSS atonement was made for our sins – the debt of sin was paid!

In God’s reckoning OUR SINS ARE GONE – removed from us as far as the east is from the west.


Psalm 103:12 tells us that “As far as the east is from the west so far has He



           removed our transgressions from us.”


They are buried in the sea of God’s forgetfulness – to be remembered against us no more 
forever. 




“And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.”




(Hebrews 10:17)

But the sinner says, “What is my part?  What do I do to deserve this?”

The answer – “ABSOLUTELY NOTHING!”  Just BELIEVE and RECEIVE!
What does BELIEVE mean?  BELIEVING implies TRUST!
Trusting in God’s plan of salvation for yourself!
This is where so many fall down.  They believe in it all objectively but have never appropriated it subjectively for themselves. The following illustration will help us to understand this point.


Around the turn of the 20th century, the world’s most celebrated aerialist was a 
Frenchman named Blonden.  Arrangements were made for him to put on an


exhibition of his prowess by walking the high wire across the Niagara Gorge.


For the best part of an hour Blonden walked from the American side to the 


Canadian side performing various feats such as carrying a chair to the middle,


sitting it on the wire and doing tricks on it such as standing on one hand.  Amid


the cheers and plaudits of the crowd he climaxed his performance by taking a


wheelbarrow, filled with bricks and stones, and proceeded to wheel it successfully


across that great span.


The crowd wildly applauded and shouted – “Blonden is the undisputed high wire


champion of the world, etc.”



“Who believes that I could carry a man or a child across the



gorge in the wheelbarrow?”



Caught up in the emotion of the moment the crowd responded.  



“We do, Blonden, we believe you could.”



The great French performer then issued this challenge – 



“Who will volunteer to be taken across on this final 



crossing?”



A hush fell over the crowd – their raucousness was gone – no



one made a move . . . . until . . . . a little boy, maybe 5 years



old, stepped out of the crowd and walking up to Blonden, said



“I believe you can take me across, daddy!”

What made the difference between the crowd and the little boy?  Simply this, the little boy not only believed his father could do it – He trusted in him that he could, in fact, do it.

So it is with God’s great offer of salvation.  So many believe the theory of it but have never accepted the reality of it in their own lives.

Salvation is the gift of God to the sinner.  







“The wages of sin is death, but the GIFT of God






is eternal life through Jesus Christ, our Lord.”







(Romans 6:23)

The GIFT has been offered – the sinner must TAKE  it and RECEIVE it for himself.
 “The wages of sin is death.” (Romans 6:23)  This statement offers NO hope,











  NO salvation,









  NO heaven

It suggests only eternal damnation in hell!  That is NOT good news!
Thus far it has been the dark side of the issue. . . . . .

But the GOSPEL IS good news!  The darkness of Romans 3:23 (“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.”) is dispelled by the sunburst of truth in verses 24 and 25.



“Being JUSTIFIED FREELY by His GRACE through the          




REDEMPTION that is in Christ Jesus . . . .  whom God hath                              


set forth to be the propitiation (sacrifice) through faith in His                          


blood to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins . . . .”
THAT’S the good news . . . . it describes the incredible change in the life of the sinner when he RECEIVES Jesus Christ as his personal Savior and BELIEVES on Him (trusts in Him) for his soul’s salvation.




It has NOTHING to do with GOOD WORKS



It has NOTHING to do with CHURCH AFFILIATION



It has NOTHING to do with SELF MERIT



It has EVERYTHING to do with the four great words mentioned




          in that verse.

The first great word is J U S T I F I E D!  It means being cleared by God of the guilt and penalty






         of sin.


Jesus took our place on the cross and our sins were put on Him, The instant we 


believe that He was, in fact, our sin-bearer on the cross, God looks upon the sinner 


as the very righteousness of Christ Himself.



What a marvelous exchange!  Jesus was made sin for us!  When we receive Him 

we are made the righteousness of God in Him!


The sinner stands before a holy God just as if he never committed a single sin in his life!

The second great word is F R E E L Y!  It simply means that the sinner is declared justified 





      by God as a FREE gift.

When you receive a gift you don’t ask what you should pay for it.  You don’t pay for
a gift.  You don’t work for it.  You simply ACCEPT it and love the giver!
The third great word is G R A C E!  What a powerful word this is!  The definition of GRACE is




           “the full unmerited favor of God.”


So many have the distorted idea that God’s attitude toward the sinner is displeasure

and that they will receive certain future judgment.  Exactly the opposite is true!  God’s

desire is to extend the riches of His favor to the sinner’s eternal good which is totally


undeserved.

The fourth great word is R E D E M P T I O N!  The basis of the first three words and all they 







        imply is based upon –

“The REDEMPTION which is in Christ Jesus.” (Romans 3:24)


     Redemption is a legal term.  It means full payment of a debt.

Suppose you were summoned into a court of law because you owed a great debt – a debt so large that you could never hope to repay it in a thousand lifetimes.  You stand before the judge.  Your creditor submits his accusation based strictly on the facts.  The judge takes the document of indebtedness and turning to you, as the debtor, addresses the question:

“Is the signature on this document yours?”




       You reply in the affirmative.




       “Are you able to pay this debt?”  questions the judge.




       You reply, “It is impossible for me to pay the debt now or ever.”

(Let’s pretend that this scene was enacted back in the days of Old England when in many cases the death penalty would be imposed for unpaid debts.)




            The judge hands down the verdict, “Guilty as charged!”
Suddenly the door of the courtroom bursts open and a man cries out excitedly:





“Wait! Stay the sentencing!  I have something relevant





to say about this case.”

The judge gives the man permission to speak.



“Your Honor, I am intimately acquainted with this case.  It is true



that the accused is guilty and that the sentence for this crime is



DEATH! Sir, he is my friend and I love him and I have come today to



PAY HIS DEBT!”
When the man shows the judge his ability to pay the debt of the guilty, impoverished accused, the judge turns to the creditor and says –



“If this man pays the debt of the accused will you be willing to



withdraw the charge?”

The creditor agrees to the terms and the judge hands the accusatory document to the benefactor and in red letters writes across the body of the document just one word –

REDEEMED!

This is what Jesus does for the guilty, repentant, believing sinner.  It is possible because GOD in His love for sinners sent His only begotten Son to this earth to die for the sinner who is under the condemnation of the law.


He inscribes in crimson letters, of His own shed blood, across the body of the


document of the accusation against him – one solitary word of pardon –






    REDEEMED!

“BELIEVE ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

AND THOU SHALT BE SAVED.”  









Acts 16:31
“In my Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so,
I would have told you.

I go to prepare a place for you. . . . 

I will come again, and receive you unto myself,

that where I am,

there may you be also.

                  






John 14: 2, 3

