These Three Men
Ezekiel 14:14, 18, 20

“Though these three men, Noah,

Daniel, and Job were in it,

(the land) they should deliver only

their own souls by their righteousness,

saith the Lord.”



Noah, was an antediluvian (lived before the great flood)



Daniel, lived several years after Noah in the 7th century
         
            Job’s period of life is unknown, undoubtedly one of the 
        
                              Macrobii (long livers of ancient times)


They lived in different eras of world history.  They were unacquainted with each other yet their lives and spiritual careers fulfilled identical purposes and were known as “these three men” in the 14th chapter of Ezekiel. Why were they grouped together in the sacred record?
It was because they were primarily and essentially giants of faith!  They were sterling examples of the great truth stated in Hebrews the 11th chapter and verse 6:


“. . . . without faith it is impossible to please him; for he that

 


cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a



rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.”
Faith is the characteristic that is applied to the three godly men of our text.

Noah, his faith demanded obedience to the divine will – no matter what!  The divine 

       
    requirement that the Lord laid upon him was to him a most ridiculous one 


    defying natural logic. 



             



      “Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make



       in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch.




       and this is the fashion that thou shalt make it of:  the length 



       of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of 



       it fifty cubits, and the heigth of it thirty cubits.”  (Genesis 6: 14, 15)


       (450 feet long with a beam of 75 feet and a depth of 45 feet)

Noah did not ask for a detailed explanation – much less a print-out of the plans.  He did not wait until he received a reasonable explanation from the Lord regarding such a mind-boggling project. Noah had learned to obey the command of God.  He took a gigantic step of faith and hoped for an explanation of the why of it later.
God said, “. . . I will bring a flood of waters upon the earth. . .”  (Genesis 6:17)   Here again such a thing had never happened before.  The earth had been sustained with a life-giving flow from “the fountains of the great deep”. (Genesis 7:11)

There had to be questions that nagged his rational powers of reason and practicality.



1.  What is an ark?



2.  How can it be done?  This kind of monstrosity has never been built



     before – and in the middle of the desert?



3.  What is this thing called rain that is to flood the whole earth?
Notwithstanding, the seeming impossibilities of the project, the building of the ark was completed.  The supplies were loaded, the passengers and animals boarded the great craft for the first world cruise. The great statement of Hebrews 11, verse 7, is the triumphant testimony of the first of these three men forever installed in the “hall of faith”.


“By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet,


moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house, by


which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness



which is by faith.”
Daniel, whose faith was demonstrated in his steadfastness to the will of God no matter 


  what!


- The man that was “loved in heaven”.  Daniel 10:11 – “O Daniel, a man greatly


   beloved.”



- The man whose name has been honored by believers down through the centuries 

   and has formed the infant canticle in children’s Sunday School songs as a never-



   to-be-forgotten-hero as they sing:






“Dare to be a Daniel







Dare to stand alone;






  Dare to have a purpose firm,







Dare to make it known!”

And small wonder that he was honored in such a way by old and young alike as a holy man and a man of prayer.  Chapter 6 of the great prophetic book that bears his name – tells a wonderful story.


Daniel was made “third ruler of the kingdom” (Daniel 5:29) as a reward for interpreting


a dream that King Belshazzar had.  When Belshazzar was slain, “Darius the Mede, took


the kingdom. . . .” (Daniel 5:31)


Darius decided to appoint 120 princes who would be over the whole kingdom.  Over 


these would be 3 presidents, of whom Daniel was the first. Darius favored Daniel and


thought about setting him over the whole realm because Daniel had such an excellent 


spirit.  (Daniel 6: 1, 2, 3)


The usual happened.  The other two presidents and the 120 princes became very jealous 

and conspired together to find some fault in Daniel so they could have him removed from 
his high position. They searched and watched and found nothing.  They decided that they


had to find fault in Daniel by doing something that would cause Daniel to go against the 
law of his God. (Daniel 6: 4, 5)

So these scoundrels made up a law  -  (Daniel 6:7) “. . . . that whosoever shall ask a petition of any god, or man for thirty days, except of thee, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions.”

Then they had the king sign it saying that it could not be changed – “according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not.”

This must have made King Darius swell up with pride – to think that everyone had to ask HIM if they wanted anything.  Verse 9, “Wherefore, King Darius signed the writing and the decree.”
Of course, Daniel knew all of this was going on and he knew that the King had signed this decree.  The story goes on in Verse 10 – 


“. . . .He went into his house, and his windows being open in his chamber toward 
Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks


before his God, as he did previously.”
Verse 11:  “Then these men assembled, and found Daniel praying and making supplication before his God.”

This was in violation of the irrevocable decree that the king had been duped into signing into law.  Verses 10 through 15 tells us how these men went to King Darius and reported that Daniel, “maketh his petition three times a day.”  The king was very displeased with himself when he realized what he had done and spent the whole day trying to find a way to deliver Daniel from the lion’s den.  The officials of his government reminded him that the law of the Medes and Persians is, “that no decree nor statute which the king establisheth may be changed.”
When they brought Daniel to the lion’s den, King Darius told Daniel that “Thy God, whom thou servest continually, he will deliver thee.” (Verse 16)

The king spent a sleepless night worrying about Daniel’s safety.  Rising early in the morning, he went in haste to the den of lions and spoke to Daniel, saying:


“O Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou servest continually,


 able to deliver thee from the lions?” (Verse 20)

Verse 21:  “Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, live forever.  My God hath sent his angel and hath shut the lions’ mouths that they have not hurt me; forasmuch as before him innocence was found in me; and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt.”
Then the king commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the lion’s den.  There was no hurt found on him because he believed in his God.

The great result ordered by King Darius concludes the sixth chapter of this fabulous story:


1.  Total vindication for Daniel – (Verse 26) “I make a decree, that in every dominion 





      of my kingdom men tremble and fear before the                                                                  




      God of Daniel; for he is the living God. . . . .”


2.  Prospering of the work of God – (Verse 27) “He delivereth and rescueth, and he 





          worketh signs and wonders in heaven and in 





          earth who hath delivered Daniel from the power              




          of the lions.”

3.  Full blessing for God’s great 








     servant under the reigns of 







   
     Darius the Mede and Cyrus,







 
     King of Persia – (Verse 28)   “So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and

                                                    in the reign of Cyrus, the Persian.”
Job, whose faith was demonstrated by submission to the will of God. No matter what!

    “There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that

     man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and shunned evil.”

    “. . . . this man was the greatest of all the men of the east.”  Job 1:1 and 3
The first chapter of Job, tells how he was tested and suffered a triple tragedy.  
· His oxen and asses and camels were stolen and the servants with them were killed

· His sheep were killed in a fire and the servants with them died also

· His sons and daughters were in a house that was destroyed by a fierce wind and all died.

Job’s reaction was, (Job 1:20, 21)  “And Job arose, and tore his mantle and shaved his head, and 




        fell down upon the ground, and worshipped, and said ‘Naked 




        came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return



                    there.  The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away; blessed 




        be the name of the Lord.’”
Job’s wife told him to. . . . “Curse God, and die.” (Job 2:9)
BUT. . . . godly Job said, “Though he slay me, yet will I trust him. . . .”

Job 42:10 tells us the reward this godly man received from the LORD:


“. . . . . the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before.”

· Material possessions (Job 42:12) “14,000 sheep, 6,000 camels and 1,000




      yoke of oxen, and a 1,000 she-asses.”
· Family (Job 42:13) “He had also seven sons and three daughters.”

· Personal health – Job was seventy years old when the tragedies occurred                                   

    and he lived twice as long.  He became a synonym for 

                spiritual integrity and the eternal worthwhileness of a                                   

    man’s total submission to “that good and acceptable 


    perfect will of God.”                                 (Romans 12:2)
“The service of Jesus true pleasure affords

In Him there is joy without an alloy.

‘Tis heaven to trust Him and rest in His word –

It pays to serve Jesus each day.”
