“Come Home With Me”

(Steve Chapman/Times & Seasons Music/BMI/2004)

He’s calling to you now
In your heart you know it’s true
He’s calling to you now
I must go home with you

What will your answer be
As He calls your name today
With love He waits for you
He longs to hear you say

Come home, come home with me
Jesus, Savior
Come home come, home with me
Jesus, Savior
Forgive me, cleanse me
Be the Savior of my family
Come home, come home with me
Jesus, Savior

Steve: I got the idea for this lyric after studying the story of Zaccheus in Luke 19.

As most folks know, Zaccheus had climbed a tree in order to get a glimpse of the well- known Jesus who, it was reported, was coming through the area. In that account Jesus came up to the tree, stopped, looked up at Zaccheus and said, “Today I must go home with you.”

I couldn’t help but wonder why Christ would focus on Zaccheus. Some may think it was because Jesus was impressed that someone who was small of stature would make such an effort to see Him by climbing a tree like a sycamore. (Around our house, the sycamore is a tall, slick bark tree...not an easy climb to say the least.) But I think something more profound was known by the Lord. I am convinced that Jesus knew what a scoundrel the tax collector Zaccheus was and He keyed in on a man who had a desperate need for redemption. It was not a ploy to win the favor of all the tax payers who had been ripped off by Zaccheus, though not a bad idea. Nor was it an attempt by Jesus to get a free room and meal for the night. No...Zaccheus was a seeker and Jesus was a lover of those who made the kind of effort that Zaccheus had made in order to see Him.

I like to climb trees, too. I get up in them to outsmart the old mature trophy deer that roam our Tennessee hills. I get excited to the max when I see a heavy deer coming in. If I get so riled up by a whitetail, I cannot imagine how Zaccheus’ heart must have been pounding when, on that day as he was perched above the street in a tree, the Trophy of all trophies came strolling under him. And then, this eternal God stopped and spoke kind words to one who He knew was, with the support of the Roman government, a master of deceit. How deeply piercing those words must have been. “I must go home with you.”

The passage reports that even though some would protest that Jesus would associate with such an unlikable man, Zaccheus immediately came out of the tree and gladly made a decision to welcome Christ into his home. Not only did the man agree to let Jesus come to his house, the “legalized thief” committed to pay back all he had stolen from folks. Now that is true change! (Don’t you wonder how seriously surprised Mrs. Zaccheus must have been when her hubby came home completely changed in his behavior? I suspect it made her a happy lady...at least I know some women in our time whose hearts have been thrilled by their husband’s encounter with Christ!)

The good news is, Jesus still walks the highways of this life today and even at this moment you may be curious about Him. The truth is, He may be coming by you at this hour. Keep in mind that He knows you very well and He knows how much you need His presence in your life. So, rejoice, my friend, as you hear this song. You may very well be facing the one moment that can change your eternity. The question is, what will you say when Jesus says, “I must go home with you.”

(Luke 19:1-10)

