The Order of the Host
Numbers 1, 2, 3

In a day when the inspiration, authenticity and authority of the Bible is being challenged – when there are those who, bring into question as to whether the living but invisible God has really communicated to man through the Holy Scriptures. . . .

When voices of infidelity are echoing the age-old question of the serpent in Eden, “Yea, hath God said?”
It is incumbent upon every true believer to constantly and with vigilance remind himself of the many infallible proofs that the Bible came from God and is uniquely the Book of God.
The Bible is not for skeptics.  There are legions of true devoted Christians who have been willing to endure unspeakable persecutions and face death itself rather than deny the faith once for all delivered.  From where did this faithfulness “even unto death” spring?  From the undeniable proof which can only be proven by those who know the transforming power of God’s holy Word in their life.  This transforming power engenders unshakeable faith in the bold statements of the Bible.  Statements regarding the origin and authenticity defy the argumentation put forth by the biblically illiterate, blacked-out minds of natural men who considers the Bible “foolishness”. Why do they come to this conclusion?  It is because:-


“the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God; for they are unto


 him, foolishness neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”


(I Corinthians 2:14)

Statements abound throughout the Bible such as:
· “Forever, O LORD, thy Word is settled in heaven.”  Psalm 119:89

· “Thou hast magnified thy Word above all thy name.”  Psalm 138:2

· “Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.”  II Peter 1:21

In the 3rd chapter of II Timothy, verse 16, Paul reminded his son in the faith that:


“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,


for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of    
 

God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”
The unbeliever is spiritually blind (II Corinthians 4:4), devoid of the truth about Jesus. How different the case of the Spirit filled and taught believer!

Every child of God who is fiercely loyal to the proposition of the inspiration of the Scriptures  

may find that the last statement could pose a problem.  How about the many obscure passages in the Bible such as the genealogical records, etc.?

Enlightened by the Spirit, the believer understands the things of Christ as the Holy Spirit shows them to him.  The Holy Spirit reveals the deep things of God  to the believer and is the God-appointed Teacher of the truth of God.  As a result he accepts II Timothy 3:16 without question.
In appraisal of the massive truths of the Word of God, whether Old Testament or New, the believer accepts the fact that the holy inspired, inerrant Word of God came not at any time
by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved (inspired, borne along) by the Holy Spirit.
It is important, at this point that the reader stop and read Numbers chapters 1, 2 and 3 two or three times.  It portrays the Order of the Host – the numbering and arrangement of the camp of Israel in their wilderness journey – the placement of the tribes including the priestly tribes and Moses and Aaron where to best fulfill their responsibilities in the Order of the Host.
Reflecting back on II Timothy 3:16 it comes to mind how many times we have read difficult, even dry passages in the bible and say to ourselves, “I believe it but I don’t understand it.”  Apply this to the first 3 chapters of Numbers.  How can this be profitable to me?

Is it profitable to me as a Christian believer to know 



that -- God commanded Moses to number the congregation of the children



           of Israel according to the tribes – the males 20 years old and upwards 



           able to go to war for Israel?



that -- Elizur and Shelumiel, Nahshon and Nethanel, Eliab and Elishama, 



           Gamaliel and Abidan, Ahiezer and Pagiel, Eliasaph and Ahira


        
           were the heads of the 12 tribes?



that -- there were 46,500 in the tribe of Reuben, 59,300 in the tribe of Simeon,



          45,600 in the tribe of Gad and on and on down through all 12 of the



           tribes which together numbered 603,550?
What does it profit me in my Christian life to know where all the tribes were encamped around the peripheral boundaries of the tabernacle:



Judah, Issachar and Zebulon on the East side



Reuben, Simeon and Gad on the South side



Ephraim, Manasseh and Benjamin on the West side and



Dan, Asher and Naphtali on the North side?

Why is it germane to my spiritual experience to know the number of Levites, according to the three-fold division of the Gershonites, Kohathites and Merarites totaled 22,300 and that they were encamped between the military encampment and the walls of the Tabernacle on the West, South and North sides?  Why is it important that Moses and Aaron and their families encamped on the East side in front of the door of the Tabernacle?



When scripture does not immediately seem clear and the principle               


of II Timothy 3:16 does not apply it is time to fall on your knees and


pray:



“Lord, I love you and I love your Word and I want to learn



everthing I can about it.  I believe II Timothy 3:16 that everything is 



inspired by the Holy Spirit and is profitable – but I don’t understand



how it is so.” 



The answer will come back . . .”I have supplied you with an infallible



Teacher, why don’t you ask Him?”

In John 14, verse 26 it says:  “. . . the Comforter who is the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, He shall teach you all things.”  

Now, applying these truths to the present subject we will see what the Holy Spirit can teach us about Numbers 1, 2 and 3.

Turn to the last page – and follow the graph:


In the middle, the heart of it all is the oblong representing the Tabernacle divided into 


two areas – the one farthest from the east door being the Holy of Holies where the 
presence of God dwelt.



This is an impressive point in itself, namely, that the PRESENCE



OF GOD was in the center of the entire camp.

Surrounding the Tabernacle are the four military encampments:

1. Judah, Issachar and Zebulon under the standard of Judah, on the east                 
 
    (Number 2:3-7)
2. Reuben, Simeon and Gad encamped on the south under the standard of 

      Reuben (Numbers 2:10, 12, 14)
3. On the west, under the standard of Ephraim, the tribes of Ephraim, Manasseh


      and Benjamin (Numbers 2:18-22)

4. Verses 25-29 of chapter 2 record the position of Dan, Asher and Naphtali

      on the north under the standard of Dan.
These military encampments were placed strategically around the Tabernacle to defend the camp from the attack of enemies from outside and ensure the worship of God within without interruption.

Between the military encampments and the wall of the Tabernacle on the west, south and north sides were three sections of the Levitical priesthood:


The Gershonites on the west side (Numbers 3:23) who had charge of the Ornamental

aspect of the Tabernacle worship (Numbers 3:25, 26)

The Kohathites (Numbers3:29-31) who were in charge of the Sacramental aspect of


the Tabernacle worship


The Merarites who were in charge of the Structural aspect of the tabernacle worship


(Numbers 3:36).

The encampment of Moses and Aaron in front of the east door completed the arrangement.  Moses, as their God-chosen leader led the people in the Purpose of God, while Aaron led them in to the Presence of God.
The text of Numbers 1, 2, and 3 has been read and the chart has been studied, now the nagging question . . . . What does this mean?  What is the spiritual significance of it?  How is it profitable to me as a believer?

It must have spiritual significance and it must be profitable or Paul’s statement in I Corinthians 10:11
would not be accurate.












  “Now all these things happened unto them for




  examples and they are written for our admonition. . . . .”

Do you see it?  Do you see what the graph is saying?







  The graph is YOU or any believer!  It is your spiritual portrait. 



 Here in this chart is the whole story!
All the elements of the Christian life and experience – the dual phases of the Christian life!  
For what is the Christian life?  Of what does it consist?

IT IS A WARFARE!  -  symbolized by those military encampments which ranged around the 



     Tabernacle on every side - North, South, East and West.

IT IS A PRIESTHOOD!  - suggested by the three priestly encampments.

But, there is more!  Moses and Aaron encamped at the eastern gate – both are types of Christ.



          Moses was the God-appointed leader.  The one who led the host of Israel 


          on their wilderness journey.  As such, he is a type of the Lord Jesus, the 


          Captain of our salvation leading us on to glory. 



          “For it became Him, for whom are all things and by whom are all things,
 

          in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the Captain of our Salvation                      

          perfect through sufferings” (Hebrews 2:10).
Aaron was the God-appointed High Priest – a type of our great divine High Priest, Christ Jesus,

who leads us into the very presence of God.



















 
“. . . we have a high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God,

let us hold fast our profession. For we have not an high priest who cannot be 


touched with the feeling of our infirmities, but was in all points tempted like as we
 

are, yet without sin.  Let us, therefore, come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we 

may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4: 14 – 16).  

The Tabernacle is a type of the believer’s body.   At the very center of it is the Shekinah glory         
              of the Presence of God – a beautiful picture of the truth of I Corinthians 6:19, 20                          




“What? Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy



Spirit who is in you, . . .  and ye are not your own?  For ye are                                    



bought with a price; therefore, glorify God in your body and in 



your spirit, which are God’s.”
The very Presence of God was at the very center of that camp in the wilderness.  And just so, the high and holy Presence of God is the very center of the life of every believer.

If you are truly a believer - GOD LIVES IN YOU IN THE PERSON OF HIS HOLY SPIRIT!!
