“Sir,we would see Jesus”




John 12:21

Jesus had recently come into Jerusalem “to keep the Passover”.  In fact, He actually came to be God’s eternal Passover.  In a few days He would die upon the cross as God’s Paschal Lamb.  He would pour out upon that altar of the ages His life’s blood for the sins of mankind.  

His entrance into the City, on that occasion, became known as the Triumphal Entry.

When the fickle crowd, heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, in a spurious spurt of hero-worship they “took branches of palm trees and went forth to meet him,” as He rode along “sitting on an ass’s colt.”  As they went forth to meet Him, they cried, “Hosanna! Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.” (verses, 13 – 15)

They had heard of the miracle worker who had changed water into wine, healed 

the sick, cleansed the leper, opened blind eyes, fed 5,000 with a few loaves and 

2 small fishes, raised the dead and claimed to be the Son of God.
The whole city was in an uproar and the throng was clamoring to see Jesus.  So much so that the Pharisees complained, “Behold, the world is gone after him.” (verse 19) 


Among them were some Greeks.  We’re not told where they came from only that


they were proselytes to the Jewish religion.


What we do know, is that, they were not reticent to register their request.  In verses


20 and 21 we read that they approached Philip and said, 

“Sir, we would see Jesus”
Philip told Andrew, Andrew told Jesus and Jesus answered them.  It was a long answer – it was a strange answer and it was a profound answer.

· First -- Jesus quoted a verse from Isaiah (John 12: 38 – 40) “Lord, who hath 
believed our report?  And to whom hath the arm of the Lord been 
revealed.”
· Second -- in verses 23, 24, 27, 32 and 33 Jesus spoke of his coming death.
 

    “The hour is come, that the Son of man should be glorified.”



    “. . . Except a grain of wheat fall into the ground and die it abideth

     
    alone; but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.”



    “. . . . Father, save me from this hour.  But for this cause came I



    unto this hour.”                                                                                     


    “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth. . . . .”





    “This he said, signifying what death he should die.”

· Third - -  “Now is the judgment of this world; now shall the prince of this world 

               
     be cast out.” (verse 31)
· Fourth -- in verse 46, Jesus said, “I am come a light into the world, that 



          whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness.”

Upon an initial casual reading of this portion of scripture (John, chapter 12) someone might say:
“This is a strange answer.  What have these seemingly disconnected statements have to do with the request of the Greeks?  All they wanted was to see Jesus.












  
The apparent incoherence of the answer only stimulates more careful inquiry.


When this inquiry is made, we can see in all these statements combined, a


harmony of spiritual truth - - a deep spiritual lesson.

These Greeks wanted to see Jesus with their physical eyes.  Jesus knew that that would never meet the need of their soul.  He knew that they must see Him with the eye of faith.  See Him as their Savior, as their sin-bearer, as the only One who could meet the need of their sinful hearts.
He knew it was impossible for a natural man, in his sins, to see Him with the eye of faith.


Verse 39 of John 12 expresses this tragic truth – “Therefore, they could not believe.”
It is not the prerogative of the sinner to believe or to disbelieve according to his whim and fancy.
 The faculty of believing (laying hold by faith on the promises of God) is a gift of the grace of God.  Ephesians 2:8, 9 reads: “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God – not of works, lest any man should boast.”
The reason men cannot believe on their own is given in verse 40.  This covers the first part of Jesus’ answer to the Greeks. 


“He hath blinded their eyes and hardened their heart; that they should not


   
see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be converted. . . .”

This is the truth of II Corinthians 4:3, 4 – “If our gospel be hidden it is hidden to them that are lost, in whom the god of this age hath blinded the minds of them who believe not, lest the light
of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.”
This is why Jesus knew that these Greeks couldn’t really see Him.  The eyes of their souls were sightless. They were blinded in their minds.
Sometimes we wonder why men and women cannot see their lost condition. They do not recognize their spiritual need - - their need of Christ.  The answer is that something has happened to their minds. 


Romans 1:28 says: “And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, 
God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not seemly,” 


A reprobate mind?  It is an abandoned, outcast and disapproved mind.


Mankind abandoned the knowledge of God – God gave them an abandoned mind.


They cast out the knowledge of God – God gave them outcast minds.

They disapproved acknowledging God so God gave them minds which were disapproved.

This is the state of every man apart from Christ.  No matter what his background or circumstances might be!

Ephesians 2:4  -  “But God, who is rich in mercy,. . . .”  There is only one hope for blinded sinful men, the mercy and grace of God.



Yes, their eyes have been blinded and the gospel is hidden from them.



But God loves them and sent His Son to this earth to die on the cross 



so that sinners
might be completely forgiven.

“As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness even so must the Son of Man be lifted up that whosoever looks to him and believes should not perish but have eternal life.”  (John 3:14)  

Saul of Tarsus looked and was transformed from a persecutor to a powerful preacher of God’s righteousness.  (See Acts chapter 9)


On January 6, 1850, Charles H. Spurgeon was on his way to church.  There was a


great blizzard which made it impossible to go to the great church to which he was
 
headed.  He turned aside into a little church on a side street.  Not many people were 


present that stormy morning – even the Pastor was detained.  In the providence of 

God, a layman rose, walked to the pulpit and turned to Isaiah’s prophecy and chose
 
verse 22 of the 45th chapter.




“Look unto me, and be saved, all the ends





of the earth; for I am God, and there is none 





else.”

Falteringly that lay preacher delivered the simple sermon.  Suddenly he pointed to

 
the strange young man in the congregation and cried, “Young man, look to Jesus – 


look!  Look and Live!


Spurgeon said, “I did look and the cloud was gone, the darkness rolled away, and 


in that moment I saw the sun!”

Charles Haddon Spurgeon went from that experience to become one of the outstanding preachers of his day.  His proclamation of the word of God still reaches untold numbers of  people throughout the world. It can be said of this giant of the faith – “He, being dead yet speaketh.”
Young and old alike, Look to Jesus!
Look and Live!
