Timber and Stones
“So they prepared Timber and Stones to build the house.” (I Kings 5:18) “. . . an house unto the name of the LORD my God.”  (I Kings 5:5) God’s house – God’s temple.










 
Historically – prophetically – spiritually - - one of the most celebrated buildings ever erected by man.



“So, David slept with his fathers, and was buried in the city of David.”



“Then sat Solomon upon the throne of David, his father, and his kingdom



was established greatly.”  (I Kings 2: 10 and 12)


“And Solomon determined to build an house for the name of the LORD,



and an house for his kingdom.” (II Chronicles 2:1)

This building was not outstanding because of it’s size for there are many buildings of far greater proportion.  Solomon’s Temple was insignificant from the mere standpoint of size.  It was not outstanding because of beauty or purity of architecture. 


Its magnificence was born out of the costliness of material and the all but 

incalculable wealth of the decoration by which it was enriched and adorned. 

Employing a task force of 180,000 skilled artisans and common laborers it took 7-1/2 years to complete.  The whole structure, within and without, was overlaid with the purest gold in the world – Parvaim, from Ceylon.  The Holy of Holies was a small area 30 feet square. The floor, walls and ceiling were completely covered with gold.  In today’s market this Holy place would have cost more than 100 million dollars.  It was not magnificent - - it was stupendously fabulous!
Now this house that Solomon built, “unto the name of the Lord”, has passed away. In 70 A.D., in fulfillment of Christ’s prophecy, it was leveled by Titus.  “Verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.” (Matthew 24:2)
It was then, at best, a magnificent, lavish type of God’s true temple not made with hands.  That enduring spiritual temple which shall never suffer the fate of Solomon’s.  In the New Testament, this temple, comprised of all believers, are collectively referred to as God’s house - - God’s building - - God’s temple. 



“For we are laborers together with God; ye are God’s cultivated field,



ye are God’s building. . . . Know ye not that ye are the temple of God. . .



for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.”  (I Corinthians 9, 16, 17)
Solomon’s temple is the foreshowing of the spiritual temple of the living God.  There is a definite
parallel and similarity between the builders of these two temples.  

Solomon built the physical temple on Mt. Moriah.  He told Hiram, the king of Tyre that he  
 “. . .purposed to build a house unto the name of the Lord, his God.”
Christ the builder of the spiritual temple reared on Mt. Calvary, told Peter that “. . . upon this rock I will build my church.” (Matthew 16:18)
There are rich spiritual parallelisms which are applicable to those who are children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  This analogy concerns the material Solomon used in the building.  Again, in

I Kings 5, verse eighteen tells us that the materials used in Solomon’s Temple were Timber and Stones.  Pure white limestone from the quarries near Jerusalem.  Rugged timber hewed from the forests of Lebanon.

Believers in the Lord Jesus are the Timber Christ is using to build His church. In the Psalms there are many wonderful pictures of the redeemed child of God.  No reference is more apt than the one used in the first Psalm.  In this great Psalm the believer is referred to as the “Blessed man”.  This blessed man is described like this:

 
“. . . he shall be like a tree. . .” (Psalm 1:3a) This is the source of the supply of Timber





 for God’s spiritual house.

“. . .he shall be like a tree planted. .”(Psalm 1:3b)In Ephesians 3:17 we read that he is   





          “. . . rooted and grounded in love,” (Ephesians 3:17)

“. . .he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water. .” (Psalm 1:3c) God needs the









the best quality of spiritual 
Timber in the building of His temple. Timber that comes from the strong fibred tree that has been nourished by the rivers of living water.
There are two rivers for the nourishment of the blessed man.  One is the Word of God which is the water of life that comes from the wells of salvation.  The other is the Holy Spirit.  Jesus said 

in John 7:38, “He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. This spoke He of the Spirit, whom they that believe on him should receive;. . .”

“. . . he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of living water that bringeth forth his 

fruit in its season;” (Psalm 1: 3d)  Fruit-bearing is God’s will for every believer.  In 

John 15:8 Jesus said, “In this is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye 
be my disciples.”
What is the fruit of a Christian?  Galatians 5:22, 23 tells us - - “The fruit of the Spirit is love ,joy,



     peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 




     self control. . .”  These spiritual characteristics that glorify God




     are the inevitable result of obeying God’s command when He says, 



    “Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.” 



    (Galatians 5:16)
What is the fruit of a Christian?  Scriptural converts that glorify God.  There is a common saying 




     that “the fruit of an apple tree is more apples.”  It stands to reason





     that the fruit of a Christian is more Christians.  This fruit, scriptural





     converts, that glorify God will result from obedience to Jesus’ 




     command, “Come after me, and I will make you become fishers 



     of men.” (Mark 1:17)

The reference in I Kings 5, verse 18 also says that Solomon used Stones. These were cut from the pure white limestone quarries in the immediate vicinity of Jerusalem.  So is the Lord Jesus Christ building the temple of God, the church, not only with Timber but also with Stones.

Pure white Stones that have been cleansed from every blemish and stain by the blood of Christ.


“Ye also, as living stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood,


 to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.”  (I Peter 2:5)

Now we begin to understand the need for two kinds of materials for the temple – Timber and Stones.  



Timber speaks of work for God.  Stones speak of our worship of God
.

There are several kinds of spiritual sacrifices we as Christians  - - living stones
- - in God’s temple may offer to the glory of His Name.
First, the sacrifice of thanksgiving.  The Psalmist cried “Oh, that men would praise the LORD for 



          his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of 



          men!  (Psalm 107:8)  The Lord has blest us with health, home,



          loved ones, religious freedom, an open Bible, to mention a few.




          but most of all – salvation full and free in Christ.  Therefore,




          “I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving. . .” 




          (Psalm 116:16)
Second, the sacrifice of a broken spirit.  After David had sinned so grievously against the Lord - -





the sin of lying – the sin of adultery – the sin of murder, David






found that he served a God rich in forgiveness, plenteous in 





mercy.  As He sobbed his way back to God he used his broken 





spirit and his contrite heart as his plea and cried, “The sacrifices
 




of God are a broken spirit; a broken and a contrite heart, O God, 





thou wilt not despise.” (Psalm 51:17)
This tells us that whenever a child of God, falls and sins, IF they will approach God in brokenness of spirit and contriteness of heart – IF they will confess and forsake their sin – God will take them back. 
“Blessed is the man who walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.” (Psalm 1:1, 2)








“And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth



forth its fruit in its season; its leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever


            he doeth shall prosper.”(Psalm 1: 3)




“Praise ye the LORD; for it is good to sing





praises unto our God; for it is pleasant; and






praise is fitting.” (Psalm 147:1)
timber and stones!
