The Resurrection of Christ
The bodily resurrection of Christ is the basis of the gospel!  I Corinthians 15:1, 3, 4, 14, 20


“I declare unto you the gospel. . . . .: Christ died for our sins according to the


scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day. . . . . .

If Christ be not risen, then is our preaching in vain and your faith is also in vain.


But now is Christ risen from the dead. . . . .”

The bodily resurrection of Christ is the basis of our justification!  Romans 4:24, 25

“Jesus, our Lord. . . who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again

 
for our justification.”
The resurrection proved that Jesus was God.  Romans 1:3, 4  says, “Jesus Christ our Lord, who was made of the seed of David according to the flesh, and declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.”  He was not “just a man!”  It was GOD WHO DIED ON THE CROSS!

“. . . .God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself. . .” (II Corinthians 5:19)

Who died on the cross?  Jesus

Who is Jesus?  Jesus is God

What happened on the cross? II Corinthians 5:21) “. . . for he hath made Him, who knew no sin, 




to be sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in 



Him.”
Where is the proof?  Return to the second paragraph and read Romans 1:3, 4 again.

What is the result?  Romans 4:24, 25 – Justification made available to all who believe!

The bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ is the basis of our walk!  (the Christian Life)


“Know ye not that, as many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were


baptized into His death?” (Romans 6:3)


“For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall


be also in the likeness of His resurrection.  Knowing this, that our old man is

is crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that hence-


forth we should not serve sin. (Romans 6:5, 6)


“Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him.”


(Romans 6:8) 
God’s purpose in raising the Lord Jesus from the dead was: “For in that He died, He died unto sin once; but in that He liveth, He liveth unto God.”  (Romans 6:10)

God’s purpose in raising me from the dead is: “. . . . as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”  (Romans 6:4)
This is positional truth.  God’s purpose is for this positional truth to be practically realized in our everyday experience.
The question is – How is this possible?  Reckon it to be so!  Take it by faith that what God said is true.  Romans 6:11:  “. . . reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ, our Lord.” 

Will it to be so!  Exercise your will!  Say NO to sin!  Yield to God to make it so. 

 
Yield yourself as instruments of righteousness unto God.


“Let not sin, therefore, reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey its lusts. 
              
Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin, but


yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your


members as instruments of righteousness unto God.” (Romans 6:12, 13)

The bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ is the basis of our hope!  


“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, according to

His abundant mercy, hath begotten us again unto a living hope by the


resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. . . .” (I Peter 1:3)

This is doctrinal truth.

What is a living hope?  Of what does it consist?  It is an inheritance - an inheritance that has 

substance “. . . an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you. . .” (I Peter 1:4)

It is an inheritance that is ours by legal right!  “. . . . ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.  The Spirit (Himself) beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God; And if children, then heirs – heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ . . .”
(Romans 8: 15 – 17)

It is something on which the earnest payment has been made – earnest meaning literally,



Payment deposited by a purchaser in pledge of full payment.

            “. . . . after ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of



            promise, who is the earnest of our inheritance. . . . .”  (Ephesians 1:13, 14)
This inheritance is incorruptible - not subject to decay or deterioration.  It is undefiled – not subject to moral pollution – and it will not fade or wither.  It is an eternal inheritance – recall that in I Peter 1:4, Peter said that our inheritance was “. . .reserved in heaven for you.”
This is practical truth!
The bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ is the antidote to human hopelessness!
Who among us have not gone through experiences when the dreams that we have striven for, prayed about, worked toward seem shattered and our fondest hopes seem to have dissolved before our very eyes.  Such was the condition of the two forlorn travelers on the road to Emmaus.  Jesus said that as they walked and talked together they were sad.  As far as they were concerned they had every right to be sad.  The One who was their leader – the One on whom they had pinned all of their hopes had been crucified on a cross.  
Three days had passed and the dream of the kingdom He had talked about seemed a total impossibility.  “We had hoped”, they said, but their hopes seemed to have been destroyed.

But, Jesus Himself drew near. Opening unto them the scriptures He revealed Himself to them and all was changed in a moment of time.  As they recognized that it was truly He – that He had in fact risen from the dead.  He was alive not for a day or a thousand days but “forevermore”! Hopelessness that was like a vapor had appeared for a painful little while but in the presence of their risen, living Lord vanished in an instant.  Their hopes were rekindled, their joy was regained as “their hearts burned within them as He talked with them.”
What was the antidote for their hopelessness?  The living presence of the risen Christ.  When you find yourself floundering in the slough of hopelessness and despair, the prescription has not changed – the presence of our risen, living Lord is the answer.  Remember His promise to the believer, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”  (Hebrews 13:5)

The bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ is the antidote for fear! 

Hopelessness is disheartening and debilitating to the soul but fear is devastating and destructive.
Such was the state of mind of the disciples huddled together in that upper room, secured by the barred doors, on resurrection night.  The scripture says (John 20:19) “. . . the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews. . . .”  They also did not understand that Jesus had risen from the dead.  In one incredible moment – He appeared and said “Peace be unto you.”
What else could have given their hearts, distraught with the frenzy of fear, that elusive sense of well-being which so many seek but so few find – “And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding. . . . .” (Philippians 4:7)

We often sing “Wonderful peace” as a special provision of God for His needy saints.  However, in the strictest sense it is not some spiritual commodity God has in His storehouse of grace.  It is far more wonderful than some THING – it is some ONE.  Someone just as real as the One who spoke peace to those disciples, for it is the risen Lord Jesus Himself!  He is our peace! When we have Him we have peace!  When we have Him we have the antidote for the humanness of fear.
The bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ is the antidote for unbelief!

Unbelief was Thomas’ problem.  He was absent on the night of the resurrection.  They, of course, told him all about it in glowing, ecstatic terms but his response was, “Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.”  (John 20:25) Oh! the misery of unbelief!  It shuts the door on the miracle working of God in our lives.  “If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth” (Mark 9:23), said the Lord.
Thomas’ unbelief was routed one week later, when, that same group of disciples gathered together in that same upper room.  Jesus made another miraculous appearance!  He turned directly to Thomas, the doubter, and showed him His nail-pierced hands and spear-riven side.  Thomas could doubt no more but fell down at the feet of his risen Lord and cried, “My Lord and My God.” (John 20:28)  Thomas’ unbelief was dispelled the moment he was conscious of the fact that he was in the presence of the living Jesus, risen from the dead. 

So may it be with us collapsing under the relentless assault of the fiery darts of unbelief from the wicked one.  Plagued with the humanness of our unbelief, the living presence of Him who was dead and now is alive is the only antidote for this unbelief!
The bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ is the antidote for disillusionment!
The third time that Jesus appeared to His disciples after His resurrection from the dead was by the Sea of Galilee.  How many days since He rose from the dead we are not told.  However, a sufficient period of time transpired to cause those disciples to sink into the quicksand of disillusionment. 
                                                                                                                                                                        During the intervening days since the last meeting in the upper room they had lost contact with Christ.  They knew full well that He had risen from the dead but that which they had fully expected Him to do had not come to pass.  The establishment of the kingdom did not happen!
This is what the two on the road to Emmaus had reference to when they said, “We hoped that 

it had been He who should have redeemed Israel; . . .(i.e. brought in the kingdom).” (Luke 24:21)

This was the uppermost thought in the minds of the disciples on the Mount


of Olives “. . . .the day in which He was taken up. . . .” (Acts 1:8) They said, 

“Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom of Israel?”  

This is what they expected and were sure would happen when Jesus rose from the dead.  But it had not happened and furthermore, having lost contact with Him they gave way to the very human emotion of simply giving up, disillusioned and defeated.

A strange defection for such a group indeed!  Peter was the ring leader – he rose in a shining moment and, upon the question put to him by Jesus, he replied:  “Thou are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” (Matthew 16:16)  Thomas was the one who fell at His feet and cried, “My Lord and my God” and  Nathanael, at first a skeptic, ultimately confessed Him to be, “The Son of God – the King of Israel”.  Both of the sons of Zebedee had been on the holy mount and were eye-witnesses of His majesty as He was transfigured before them. (Matthew 17:2)

Notwithstanding such experiences, they all defected and this because of their
 
expectations that were unfulfilled and it left them in the throes of disillusionment.

What a tool for the devil to use against the child of God!  In their disillusionment they went back to the boats and nets which they had before forsaken when the Master called them into His service.


Simon said, “I go afishing”, and they all fell into line and replied, “We also                       
go with thee.”  (John 21:3)  Disillusionment had sidetracked them from the             
plainly stated will of God  - “Come ye after me and I will make ye fishers

of men”. (Mark 1:17) This was the call they had been given by Christ.         
Disillusionment caused them to fall from the lofty plane of fishing for men                        
to the low level of fishing for fish.
That night they caught nothing!  Oh! the pointlessness, the purposelessness, the frustration of the one who has been called to serve the Lord but has gotten out of the will of God!  What barrenness!

What unfulfilment!

It would have been easy for the Lord to be human in that situation.  So easy for Him to scold and berate them for denying their high calling and responsibility.  So easy for Him to call down upon them retribution for their lapse.  But He didn’t!  Rather, there was one thing uppermost in His mind – something that was, in fact, prompted by their very failure.  It was the fact that they needed Him.
Although they did not realize it -  He was right there.  Verse 4 of John 20 states:  “. . . when morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore. . .”  Blessed Jesus! He is right there whenever His believers need Him.  In spite of all our bungling He is there and He looks beyond our faults and meets our need.

In the most gently and inoffensive way He elicited their admission of failure:  “Children, have you any food?” (John 21:5)  How galling it must have been for Peter to answer, “No”.  Further, how humiliating for them, so proficient in the art of commercial fishing and being instructed as to how to do it successfully.  Jesus said, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat and ye shall find fish.”

(John 20:6) The knew better than not to obey, and, when they did, they made a catch of “great fish” – a hundred and fifty-three in number.

The occasion was not appropriate for glib conversation – none of them dared to say a word.  They knew it was the Lord who had come not only to help them in their immediate difficulty but for more importantly to lift them out of their disillusionment and frustration.  

Graciously, the Lord had prepared breakfast and gave them the loving invitation, “Come and dine.” (John 21:12)


Dining has ever been a symbol of fellowship. With the renewal of fellowship                
with the living Christ they went forth, never again to forget their great commission. 


Being empowered by the Holy Spirit embarked upon their great divine calling as 


“fishers of men.”

Along with the incarnation and the crucifixion, the resurrection is the most important event of human history.  It is the foundation of all Christian doctrine:

· The foundation of the Gospel – I Corinthians 15:1, 3, 4

· The grounds of the believer’s justification – Romans 4:25

· The basis of our Christian walk – Romans 6:4

· The substance of our eternal hope – I Peter 1:3, 4

Not only so, it is the answer to the limitation of our humanness to which we are susceptible.  

How is this so?  Because Jesus rose bodily from the dead and is today a living Savior.  He can and

does make His presence just as real to His believers today as He did to His disciples long ago.  The presence of the living Christ is the antidote to human weaknesses such as:

· Hopelessness - Hebrews 13:5

· Fear - Philippians 4:7

· Unbelief - Mark 9:23

· Disillusionment. - Matthew 16:16
“Thou wilt show me the path of life.                                                                                                                                   In thy presence is fullness of joy;                                                                                                                          at thy right hand there are                                                                                                                                          pleasures for evermore.”  










Psalm 16:11
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