The Book of Remembrance
Malachi 3:16

One of the most blessed and encouraging truths and strongest incentives to the service of the Lord – is that God remembers and rewards.  In Hebrews 6:10 this principle is stated:



“God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labor of love,



which ye have showed toward his name, in that ye have ministered



to the saints, and do minister.”

God does dismiss from His memory our sins and iniquities – but never the acts of loving service, great or small, done in His Name.

Note it says He will not forget a special kind of work – the work which is a “labor of love”.  Not work done under duress and protest which is a dreary, joyless, burdensome thing but work that is a labor of love.  This is what God delights in and this is that kind of service that makes the yoke easy and the burden light -- service not because we are coerced -- but because we love Jesus.

The text reminds us that the prime objective is the ministering to the Saints with the underlying purpose – “love towards His name”.  God delights in this and remembers and rewards.
Showcase examples demonstrating this principle throughout the scriptures abound.  For example:


The 7th chapter of Numbers – the account of the presentation of the offerings by each of 


the princes of the twelve tribes of Israel.

These offerings consisted of the precise and proper materials prescribed under the provisions of the law which God gave Moses at Sinai.  They were to be used for the various sacrifices as outlined in the first eight chapters of Leviticus.  The name of the prince of each tribe appears in the 89 verses of the chapter with the careful tabulation of the materials he brought.


When you read the chapter carefully you will notice that each prince’s gift is
identical in every detail with that of the others.

The question arises – why didn’t it suffice to lump all their names together with the aggregate accounting of materials?  This would avoid redundancy as well as save the reader considerable time in the reading.

God is not particularly interested in accommodating grammatical expedience or the time schedule of the modern day spurious reader.  He IS interested in His principle that “He is not unjust to forget your labor of love.”

Numbers 23 is a specimen page from the book of eternity.  Here meticulously each detail is noted and blessedly each name shines out in the light of divine recognition and approval.

A typical page torn from the Book of Remembrance found its way into II Samuel, chapter 23.

Here is the roster of David’s mighty men and the details of each man’s exploits are carefully and impartially noted.  Three different groups are recognized in the text as,


- “the first three” (verses 19, 23) “the three” (verse 16) and “the thirty” (verses 13, 23).

Distinctions were noted between the three groups according to the services rendered.  In honor and esteem “the first three” were held in highest regard.  “The three” were more honorable than “the thirty”, though not attaining to the honor of the “first three”.

Romans16 is another page from the “Book of Remembrance” in heaven.  Here Paul records obscure names of humble people enshrined forever in the imperishable pages of God’s Holy Word – those who had been faithful servants of Christ.

Names such as Phoebe, Priscilla, Aquila, Epaenetus, Narcissus, Rufus, Julia, Nereus.  We have left out some, but the inspired record does not.  Among them were Tryphena and Tryphosa who were cited for their “labor in the Lord.”  There is a separate allusion to Persis who “labored much
in the Lord.”  Even to the small descriptive adverb, the record is faithful because GOD is “not unfaithful to forget the labor of love towards His name.” (Hebrews 6:10)
Over in the glory the recording still goes on. . . . . . . Peter, John, Paul – the apostles, elders and deacons of the early church.  Stephen is there – so is Luther and Wesley, Finney and Moody – great men of God who wrought greatly for God.

But in that book are the names of a countless multitude that no man can number.  Why mention their names even if we could?  KNOWN ONLY TO GOD – HUMBLE PEOPLE IN HUMBLE PLACES DOING HUMBLE THINGS.  Humble things!  What? 

Who were the second group of three in the roster of David’s mighty men?


Why were they noted in the great record?  They are there because they brought a 


cup of cool water to their king as he lay in hiding in the cave of Adullam.


“And whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink in my name,. . . . he shall


 not lose his reward”. (Mark 9:41)
Some are given to render sensational service that is destined to be emblazoned in headlines and noised abroad throughout the whole earth and that will be recorded -  some only to give a cup of cold water in Jesus’ name where none but the eye of God can see.


He does see – and what He sees He records – every deed, great or small!
“Therefore, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know your labor is not in vain in the Lord.”







I Corinthians 15:58

“Go labor on, spend and be spent,


“Go labor on, ‘tis not for naught

Thy joy to do the Father’s will;


Thine earthly loss is heavenly gain;


It is the way the Master went



Men heed thee, love thee, praise thee not,

Should not the servant tread it still


Your Master praises – What are men?

.



















- Horatio Bonar
