The Cross
The cross is the central point of history!

The cross is the core of Christ’s redeeming work!



The cross is a glorious possibility – through which we are reconciled 




     to God.  But not only that -- it is a grueling requirement, 




     the instrument through which we are separated unto God.

If the believer goes only as far as the first part they cannot know the implications of the cross in their daily life.  
The first two sentences introduce a cross of convenience.  We like it, we welcome it, we open our hearts to it -  because it means atonement for sin and the hope of heaven.  The second part involves us with a cross of consecration – and we shrink from it!  This aspect of the cross many do not wish to face.  We want to consider it as God’s way to prepare us to share in heaven - but we rebel at the idea that it also means God’s way to condition us to serve in obedience on earth.
The cross is the symbol of not only full and free salvation – it is also the symbol of self-denying, 
     self-crucified service.
The cross is a revolution – it means Civil War in the soul of that one who would dare touch it.

· It is bent on death to self and subservience of will and allegiance



of loyalty and voluntary self-martyrdom to the one who embraces it.

· It demands a total, complete, violent change in our whole scheme of



things – it demands:






- a change in our affiliations






- a change in our affections






- a change in our life’s assignment.



It demands a revolution regarding our relationship with the world!

In Galations 6:14 Paul said “God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world is crucified unto and I unto the world.”  Not in the sense of the physical creation.  Not in the sense of the human race.  But in the sense of that Satanic System

and Satanic principle which is, “ . . . the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience.” (Ephesians 2:2)
Jesus said in the 17th chapter of John’s Gospel that we are “in the world” (circumstantially but we are not “of the world” (characterwise).  This is what the cross of Christ says to every believer - there must be a change of relationship between the believer and the world.
Not only so, the cross demands a change in our affections.  Galations 5:24 – “They that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its affections and lusts.”  And by this action our affections are transformed to heavenly spiritual affections – affections that are not on things on earth but “things above (Colossians 3:1,2)”  The believer’s affections must be centered, fixed and fastened on things above! 
What claim does God have on our lives?  What is our assignment in life?  To the one who has entered into the full depths of the meaning of  the cross – the answer is not in terms of the values of this world – the answer is rather in terms of spiritual stewardship.  It is to enter into the fullness of the meaning of this cross in your daily life.

Hebrews 13:13 – “Let us go forth therefore without the camp bearing his reproach.”


Not only in glowing terms confess Christ here – but without the camp – before the 
godless, Christ rejecting., God hating world.
This is a day of an easy popular gospel which has all the offense and the barbs removed in order to attract and impress the world.  The Bible knows nothing of such a gospel.  This gospel is a root-out-of-a-dry-ground gospel.  
Embrace this gospel! Embrace the cross of obedience and discipleship!




“The consecrated cross I’ll bear






“Till death shall set me free





“And then go home a crown to wear






“For there’s a crown for me.”









- Thomas Shepherd
