Jehovah Jireh


“And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah Jireh, as it is



said to this day, In the mount of the LORD it shall be seen” (Genesis 22:14).

The 22nd chapter of Genesis is in direct sequence with the context of chapters 17 and 18 - -chapters that focus upon an impossible promise – the birth of Isaac when Abraham was 100 years old and Sarah, 90.

This promise was incredible for that child was the key to the actualizing of the great covenant which God made with Abraham.


Humanly speaking impossible, it established forever the truth learned 



not alone by Abraham and Sarah but many others of God’s servants



who have traveled the path of faith including the virgin Mary to whom



the angel said, “For with God nothing shall be impossible.”  (Luke 1:37).

By contrast, Genesis 22:2 deals with an improbable command, “Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac whom thou lovest and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.”
IMPROBABLE!  Not only improbable - UNTHINKABLE!  The birth of the promised son was the culmination of 25 years of the testing of Abraham’s faith stretching it to the breaking point.  But at last it had come to pass under the most impossible circumstances; all was well - the promise was fulfilled – the covenant was assured – the purpose of God, that would be climaxed in the coming of the Messiah, could now be realized.

Then it happened!  In the midst of Abraham’s euphoria, God visited him again.  He confronted him with a challenge that Abraham never in his wildest dreams could have imagined – one he could never conceive could be possible.


God is love - God is all wisdom – but how could He possibly make such a demand?

Why would He?  What was the point of it all?  Why the tantalizing testing of 25 years?


Why, when the hope which could only have become a reality by a most astounding 
miracle be dashed to the ground?  Why would God require a burnt sacrifice of Abraham 
in the person of his son?  What would become of the solemn covenant which God had 
pledged with His own life?  Was this divine whimsy?  How could God require such a 
thing of the man who more than any other had honored Him - believed Him – trusted 
Him?

But precisely because Abraham was that kind of a man. . . no thoughts such as that entered his mind.  Before, “He staggered not in unbelief. . .”(Romans 4:20) . . . now, he staggered not in the face of the enormity of God’s demand upon him.  The record states (Genesis 22:3) that he obeyed immediately and without question:  


“And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and 



and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and cut




wood for the offering, and rose up and went unto the place of which



God had told him.”

Abraham had learned not only that there was nothing too hard for the LORD but also, that no matter how incongruous the directive of the Lord might seem, there was only one safe thing to do . . . . trust and obey and do what God had ordered.
Verses 3 through 13 of Genesis 22 records each step of his immediate, unquestioning obedience (verse 3); the journey with Isaac and his two servants (verses 4,5); the preparations for the sacrifice (verses 6-9); Abraham’s drastic action (verse 10); the intervention of the Angel of the LORD (verses 11,12); and God’s gracious provision (verse 13).

In that place which was chosen by God, Abraham sensed that THAT place, where the greatest test God ever required of a man, was ever afterwards to be holy ground!  Mount Moriah where one day King Solomon would rear the magnificent temple!  Abraham forever immortalized

it by conferring upon it one of the great combination names of the Lord God.   Verse 14 of Genesis 22, “And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah Jireh” – the place which ever afterward will witness to the great truth, “The Lord will provide.”
Verse 14 concludes with a statement which sheds a heavenly aura upon the great truth: “It is said to this day, In the mount of the LORD it shall be seen.” 

In the translation of the Hebrew text of the Old Testament into the Latin language 

(the Latin Vulgate),  St. Jerome translated the statement “it shall be seen” with the 
Latin verb “provideo”, meaning “to see before.”  Happy translation!!  “In the
 
mountain of the LORD it shall be seen before.”  Further, the figure of a mountain 

when used in connection with God in the Bible connotes the sphere of God’s
 
authority where God is in control. 

 This part of the statement provokes inquiry, namely, what is it that shall be seen in the mount of the LORD?


Verse 9 tells us that Abraham built and altar and laid the wood in order.  Then

 
he bound Isaac, his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood.  Abraham
 
“stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.” (Verse 10).

Verses 11, 12 and 13 - “And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven,  


                         and said,. . . . Lay not thy hand upon the lad. . . .And Abraham




 lifted up his eyes and looked, and, behold, behind him a ram




 caught in the thicket . . . and Abraham took the ram, and offered




 it up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.”

What shall be seen BEFORE?  All the needs of His own!  He knows all about them before we are aware of them and has the solution for every one.  What a comforting and reassuring truth!  It says to every believer that for each and every need of our lives God not only knows about it WHEN it happens – He knows all about it BEFORE it happens!  He has seen it before – He knows what needs to be done and He is able to meet each need because His name is . . . .

Jehovah Jireh
The God who provides.
